A comparison of the structure and properties of serum transferrin from 17 animal species.
1. A comparison of the chemical and physical properties of the iron transport protein transferrin, purified from the following seventeen animal sera, is reported; human, rhesus monkey, dog, cat, rabbit, guinea pig, mouse, rat, cow, sheep, goat, horse, pig, turkey, duck, turtle and rattlesnake. 2. Similarities and differences in molecular weight, isoelectric point, antibody specificity, effect of pH on iron release, number of sialic acid residues, amino acid composition and the N-terminal amino acid residue, are discussed. 3. The results are compared with the commonly accepted evolutionary origins of the 17 species.